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ENERGY & TECH IS GREENER IN CAPE TOWN.
The City is investing in energy security by diversifying its energy sources and facilitating private and 
public-sector investment into grid-connected energy generation. The focus is on renewable and 
dispatchable technologies, with an emphasis on new generation and energy storage. The success of this 
initiative depends on strong partnerships between the City, private sector, and citizens. 

A GREEN
ECONOMY 
CITY

GREENED BY RENEWABLE ENERGY

          visit: www.capetown.gov.za/energy               visit: www.investcapetown.com

FOR A STRONGER CAPE TOWN
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On behalf behalf of Messe Frankfurt South Africa, it is our pleasure to welcome you to the fourth annual 
Solar Power Africa Conference and Exhibition. Taking place at the Cape Town International Convention 

Centre (CTICC) from 4 – 6 March 2025, this premier event continues to serve as a catalyst for the advancement 
of Africa’s renewable energy sector. Please note that the conference will be held on 4 – 5 March, while the 
exhibition will run for the full duration.

We are especially excited to announce that Solar Power Africa, proudly supported by the City of Cape Town as 
the host city, will co-locate with the Africa Energy Indaba. This collaboration marks a major milestone in uniting 
key stakeholders, industry leaders, and innovators to drive Africa’s energy transition, making it one of the 
largest and most influential energy events on the continent.

The theme for this year’s conference is:

Powering Africa’s Renewable Transition: Advancing Solar Innovation, Sustainable Investments, and 
Energy Storage Solutions.

With 10 plenary sessions and three keynote addresses, the conference will facilitate critical discussions and 
knowledge-sharing on the latest advancements in solar technology, policy frameworks, and investment 
opportunities. Our commitment remains steadfast in fostering dialogue and solutions that will expand the 
adoption of solar power and renewable energy across Africa.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the Africa Energy Indaba team for their collaboration in making this 
co-location a reality. Our valued partners, sponsors, exhibitors, and attendees thank you for your continued 
support. We hope you find this year’s event insightful and that the co-located exhibition offers unparalleled 
opportunities to grow your business and contribute to the sector’s expansion.

Best Wishes, 

Tracy Gounden Portfolio Director
Messe Frankfurt South Africa

WELCOME FROM THE ORGANIZER



Relationship Banking

Ts&Cs apply. Auth FSP/NCRCP7

Businesses in the solar 
value chain can borrow up 
to R100 million in working 

capital at a discounted 
rate through the Bounce 

Back Energy Scheme.

You are part 
of a greener 

tomorrow 

Contact us at 

RenewableEnergy@absa.africa 
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One-stop C&I ESS Solution
PowerStack 200CS

Liquid Cooled 
BESS

SGCX Series
Grid Tied 
Inverter

ATS250
Seamless Switch 

Cabinet

Visit our stand B168 at Hall 6 to get more 
information about our products and services. 
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Theme: Powering Africa’s Renewable Transition: Advancing Solar Innovation, 
Sustainable Investments, and Energy Storage Solutions

*The organiser reserves the right to amend the programme

Keynote Address 1

Time: 09h20 - 10h00

Venue: Auditorium 2

Welcome: Michael Dehn

Keynote 
Address:

Samantha Graham-Mare

Plenary Session 1

Time: 10h00 - 11h00

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Are Energy Policies Driving Us Forward? A Private and Public Sector Perspective

Theme 
Description:

This session explores the evolving energy policies and regulatory frameworks shaping South 
Africa’s renewable energy future, with a focus on solar. Key to the discussion is the upcoming 
Market Code, which will be developed under the Electricity Regulation Act (ERA) Amendment 
Bill, assigning the National Transmission Company of South Africa (NTCSA) as the central 
buyer and market operator. Attendees will gain insights into how these changes, including the 
qualifying criteria for power market participants, impact the private and public sectors, and 
whether current policies, including modeling forecasts,  are propelling clean energy adoption 
and growth.

Moderator: James Mackay

Speakers: Rebecca Cameron, Penny Herbst, Warrick Pierce

11h00 - 11h30 Tea/Refreshment Break

Plenary Session 2

Time: 11h30 - 12h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Unlocking Funds for Africa’s Just Energy Transition: Access, Success Stories, and Skills 
Development

Theme 
Description:

This session will focus on the Just Energy Transition (JET) in Africa, exploring available funding 
mechanisms, how to access these funds, and the skills development programs supporting 
the shift to renewable energy. Attendees will learn about real-world examples of projects that 
have successfully utilized JET funds, showcasing their impact on energy access and economic 
development. The discussion will also highlight the critical role of initiatives like Green Cape’s 
PowerUp—an intervention of the South African Renewable Energy Masterplan (SAREM)—in 
addressing skills gaps through a digital matchmaking platform connecting industry and 
training institutions. Insights into strategies for overcoming financial and logistical barriers to 
scaling up renewable investments across the continent will also be provided.

Moderator: Gaylor Montmasson Clair

Speakers: Jack Radmore, Saliem Fakir, Neil Cole, Msizi Khoza

12h30 - 13h30 Lunch & Exhibition



SOLAR POWER AFRICA 2025

0 4  M A R C H  2 0 2 5
9    |    C O N F E R E N C E  P R O G R A M M E  -  D AY  1  -  C O N T I N U E D

Plenary Session 3

Time: 13h30 - 14h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Financing Solar Projects in Africa: Overcoming Challenges with Innovative Solutions

Theme 
Description:

This session will explore the evolving financing landscape for large-scale solar projects across 
Africa, addressing the unique challenges and opportunities in the region. Attendees will gain 
insights into innovative financing models such as blended finance, which combines public 
and private sector funding to mitigate risks and unlock new investment opportunities. The 
discussion will also highlight the critical role of international investors and development banks 
in accelerating solar adoption, showcasing successful case studies and strategies to overcome 
financial barriers in driving Africa’s renewable energy growth.

Moderator: Rashveer Manila

Speakers: Annelize van der Merwe, Vincent Maposa, Joanne Dean

Plenary Session 4

Time: 14h30 - 15h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Solar and Storage: The Future Hub Battery Storage Technologies: Unlocking the Future 
of Solar Energy

Theme 
Description:

As solar power grows, the need for effective energy storage becomes crucial. This topic 
explores the cutting-edge advancements in battery storage technologies and their potential 
to revolutionise energy storage. By addressing key challenges such as reliability and capacity, 
these innovations hold the key to maximising solar energy’s efficiency. Battery storage is 
rapidly emerging as the next major leap in making solar energy a dominant and reliable power 
source.

Moderator: Jo Dean

Speakers: Daniel Goldstuck, John van Zuylen, Frank Spencer, Prinaven Naidoo 

15h30 - 16h00 Tea/Refreshment Break

Plenary Session 5

Time: 16h00 - 17h00

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: The Future of Electric Vehicles (EVs) and Solar Power Integration: Driving the Future of 
Transportation

Theme 
Description:

As the world transitions to a greener future, integrating solar power with electric vehicles (EVs) 
is pivotal for reducing carbon emissions and lowering energy costs. This session will explore 
the innovations behind solar-powered EV charging stations—grid-tied and off-grid solutions—
and examine how the New Energy Vehicle (NEV) policy guidelines and potential incentives 
will accelerate this shift. The discussion will also highlight the Atlantis Special Economic 
Zone’s (ASEZ) Electric Vehicle Manufacturing Investment Strategy, which aims to position the 
ASEZ as a hub for green technology manufacturing, focusing on building local capacity in the 
emerging EV industry in the Cape. Additionally, the session will focus on the future of fleet 
fast-charging systems using modular solar PV, the role of battery storage as grid support, and 
how these advancements can ensure grid stability without overloading the system, driving us 
toward a more resilient and sustainable transportation infrastructure.

Moderator: Hiten Parmar

Speakers: Greg Cress, Gideon Neethling, Winstone Jordaan, Greg Blandford, Joubert Roux

*The organiser reserves the right to amend the programme
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*The organiser reserves the right to amend the programme

Theme: Empowering Africa’s Energy Future: Solar and Storage Solutions for 
Sustainable Development

Keynote Address 2

Time: 09h00 - 09h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

SAESA 
Welcome

Joanne Dean

Keynote 
Address

Cllr Zimkhitha Sulelo

Theme: City of Cape Town Renewable Vision 

Plenary Session 6

Time: 09h30 - 10h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: The Impact of the Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Programme 
(REIPPPP) on South Africa’s Solar Energy Landscape

Theme 
Description:

This session delves into the transformative role of the Renewable Energy Independent Power 
Producer Programme (REIPPPP) in driving South Africa’s energy transition. It offers an in-depth 
analysis of the program’s progress, highlighting its influence on the development of solar 
energy projects and the investment opportunities it has unlocked. The session will review the 
latest bid window(7) and the pro’s and cons of the program. 

Moderator: Dr Richard Doyle

Mercia Grimbeek, Chanda Nxumalo, Daniel Goldstuck

Keynote Address 3

Time: 10h30 - 11h00

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Green Hydrogen and Solar: Applications for South Africa’s Clean Energy Future

Keynote 
Address

Thabo Molekoa

11h00 - 11h30 Tea/Refreshment Break

Plenary Session 7

Time: 11h30 - 12h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: The Environmental Impact of Solar Energy and Its Role in the Transition to a Circular 
Economy 

Theme 
Description:

This session will examine the environmental benefits and challenges of solar energy within the 
context of a circular economy. It will explore how solar power contributes to reducing carbon 
emissions and dependency on fossil fuels, while also addressing concerns around the lifecycle 
of solar technology, such as manufacturing, waste management, and recycling. Attendees will 
gain insights into how the solar industry can adopt circular economy principles, minimising its 
environmental footprint and creating a more sustainable, resource-efficient energy future.

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
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*The organiser reserves the right to amend the programme

Moderator: Patricia Schröder

Speakers: Libby Hirsho, Dr Mark Williams-Wynn, Stefan Schroder, Chris Whyte, Dr Jacqui Crozier 
McCleland

12h30 - 13h30 Lunch & Exhibition

Plenary Session 8

Time: 13h30 - 14h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Manufacturing in South Africa and Africa: Risks and 
Opportunities

Theme 
Description:

Assessing the current state of solar PV manufacturing on the continent, exploring both 
challenges, market opportunities, and export requirements for growth. How will Governments 
imposing a 10% import tariff on solar panels affect localisation efforts and drive local demand 
with increased manufacturing. 

Moderator: David Rapheal

Speakers: Sithobile Khoza, Ross Dix-Peek, Rajendra Naidoo

Plenary Session 9

Time: 14h30 - 15h30

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Scaling Solar + Storage Solutions for Commercial & Industrial Sectors

Theme 
Description:

This session provides an in-depth analysis of the latest market trends and innovative strategies 
for expanding solar-plus-storage systems in the commercial and industrial (C&I) sectors. It will 
explore how businesses can leverage these integrated solutions to enhance energy efficiency, 
reduce costs, and achieve greater energy independence, while also addressing the challenges 
and opportunities in scaling these systems for large-scale operations. Aspects like fire safety 
regulations, insurance aspects related to batteries, as well as the professionalisation of the 
solar PV sector, and the legislative landscape governing SSEG will be addressed.

Moderator: Johan Strijdom

Speakers: DeVilliers Botha, Wido Schnabel, Jeanine Jackson, Dr. Jacqui Crozier McCleland, Mary Haw

15h30- 16h00 Tea/Refreshment Break

Plenary Session 10

Time: 16h00 - 17h00

Venue: Auditorium 2

Theme: Decentralised Solar Solutions for Electrification 

Theme 
Description:

This session explores the transformative potential of small-scale solar and storage systems in 
delivering reliable, off-grid energy to rural and low income communities and urban areas not 
yet electrified. It will examine how decentralized solar solutions and mico-grid solutions can 
bridge the energy access gap, empower local economies, and foster sustainable development 
in remote areas that are traditionally underserved by conventional power infrastructure.The 
panel will address how we use technology to drive and foster poverty eleviation 

Moderator: Wido Schnabel

Speakers: Carly Wise, Nick Singh, Thys Tekela, Imran Chotia
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Carly Wise
Energy Analyst, GreenCape

Annelize van der Merwe
Annelize van der Merwe
Annelize van der Merwe
Director: Green Economy Industries 
South African Department of Trade, 
Industry & Competition

Chris Whyte
Business Development Advisor, 
ACEN Africa

Chanda Nxumalo
Managing Director/ Founding 
Partner, Harmattan Renewables

David Raphael
Managing Director of SOLTRAK

Daniel Goldstuck
Chief Commercial Officer, 
SustainPower

Frank Spencer
Managing Director/ Founding 
Head of Deployment, Bushveld 
Energy

DeVilliers Botha
Co-founder and Chief Operating 
Officer, Solareff

Gideon Neethling
Company Engineer, Golden Arrow 
Bus Services

Gaylor Montmasson-Clair
Director and Co-Founder of 
Southern Transitions

Greg Cress
Principal Director at Accenture 
South Africa

Greg Blandford
Managing Director of Sustainable 
Technology and E-mobility at 
Rubicon
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Imran Chotia 
Principal Electrical Engineer, City of 
Cape Town

Hiten Parmar
Executive Director, The Electric 
MISSION

Dr Jacqui Crozier McCleland
Operations manager at PVinsight

Jack Radmore
Energy Programme Manager and 
Climate Finance Lead, GreenCape

Jeanine Jackson
Head of Business Development, 
Neosun Energy South Africa & 
Kenya

James Mackay
Chief Executive Officer, Energy 
Council of South Africa

Johan Strydom
Expert Analyst, GreenCape

Jo Dean
Spokesperson, SAESA

Joubert Roux
Executive Chairman of Zero 
Carbon Charge and Zero Carbon 
Logistics

John van Zuylen
Founder, AFSIA

Dr Mark Williams-Wynn
Chief Technology Officer at EWaste 
Africa

Libby Hirshon
Head of Sustainability/ ESG, ENGIE 
South Africa
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Mercia Grimbeek
Managing Director, ib vogt South 
Africa

Mary Haw
Manager: Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Facilitation - City of 
Cape Town

Neil Cole
Financing Manager, The Presidency 
of the Republic of South Africa

Msizi Khoza
Managing Executive of 
Environmental Social and 
Governance (ESG) at Absa 
Corporate and Investment Banking 
Africa

Patricia Schröder
Chief Executive Officer, Circular 
Energy

Nick Singh
Head of Smart Grids, Eskom

Prinaven Naidoo
Senior Account Manager, Sungrow

Penny Herbst
Independent energy advocate

Rashveer Manilal
Head: Renewable Energy Sector, 
Absa

Rajendra Naidoo
Head of Commercial, artsolar

Dr Richard Doyle
Managing Director, JUWI South 
Africa

Rebecca Cameron
Principle Professional Officer in 
the Sustainable Energy Markets 
Department in the Energy 
Directorate at the City of Cape 
Town Municipality
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Saliem Fakir
Executive Director, African Climate 
Foundation

Ross Dix-Peek
Chief Technical Officer, Ener-G-
Africa

Sithobile Khoza
Energy Analyst at GreenCape

Samantha Graham-Maré
Deputy Minister of Electricity and 
Energy, Republic of South Africa

Steffen Schröder Managing 
Director, Reclite SA

Thabo Molekoa
Chairman and Managing Director, 
Siemens Energy Southern and 
Eastern Africa

Warrick Pierce
Principal Engineer at CRSES 
(Centre for Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Studies) at 
Stellenbosch University

Vincent Maposa
Founder & Chief Executive Officer, 
Wetility

Winstone Jordaan
Managing Director, GridCars

Wido Schnabel
BD Director Key Accounts, 
SSA MSS EMEA Business Unit, 
Canadian Solar

Cllr Zimkhitha Sulelo
Energy Portfolio Chair, The City Of 
Cape Town
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INDUSTRY RELIES ON

Seize an advantageous position by featuring 
your company upfront with the industry's most 
influential decision-makers and stakeholders.

Contact: nicholas.lumb@wearevuka.com
M : +27 (0) 60 736 4386 | T: +27 (0) 21 700 3582
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Entrust your content to our 
team of skilled editors, where 
expertise meets excellence.
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ENERGY & TECH IS GREENER IN CAPE TOWN.
The City is investing in energy security by diversifying its energy sources and facilitating private and 
public-sector investment into grid-connected energy generation. The focus is on renewable and 
dispatchable technologies, with an emphasis on new generation and energy storage. The success of this 
initiative depends on strong partnerships between the City, private sector, and citizens. 
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ECONOMY 
CITY

GREENED BY RENEWABLE ENERGY
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FOR A STRONGER CAPE TOWN
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